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Kfar HaMaccabiah, Thursday, April 23, 2020
כ"טניסןתש"פ

Yom HaAtzma'ut Israel's 72nd Independence Day:
Tal Yifrach: a Maccabi hero for our Memorial Day
Dear Friends,
The life of our State of Israel now enters its 72nd year, the ultimate achievement of the Jewish People in
modern times, sustained by the work of millions and the sacrifice of thousands, hundreds of thousands.
Nearly 24,000 Israelis fell and hundreds of thousands more were wounded in her defense, leaving a heavy
weight of emotional turmoil and damage on those who established and day-by-day build the Jewish State,
the brutal price we have paid and still pay as a People to recover our national life in our Ancestral Land.
All our casualties, the dead and the living, are the true heroes of a whole people, our Nation. Without
them, the reality of our renewed national life would have remained no more than a dream, just one more
passage of hope denied in so many centuries of yearning and prayer. Those we remember on Yom
HaZikaron le'Chalalei Ma'arachot Yisrael ("the Day of Remembrance for the Fallen in Israel's wars"), leave
fathers & mothers, brothers & sisters, sons & daughters, girlfriends & boyfriends, loving families & friends
mired in circles of grief & indescribable pain, pain barely expressed in the need we feel to generate life in
the State of Israel. Our heroines & heroes were people like us, and most were young people, like our own
children. They studied, worked, loved and were loved, had plans for the future, until in some battle or
other violent outrage the enemy ended their lives, depriving their families especially –but ultimately all of
us – of all that was good, creative and constructive, tender, generous and true in each of them.
On Yom HaZikaron this year, we recall and mourn a wonderful being, Tal Yifrach of blessed memory. He
was pure Maccabi, a kid in the Maccabi Tzair branch in Rishon le Zion Ma'arav (the sprawling Western
suburb of that city) who displayed multiple outstanding qualities of motivation, activism and seemingly
effortless leadership coupled with humility that magnified his other virtues. He played guitar and was an
excellent student, accepted to the Athletics academy from among 400 applicants. His coach remembers
him as "a calm, smiling and free-spoken student who loved physical activity and had very high cognitive
abilities", someone who tenaciously strove to meet each and every goal demanded of him, someone never
held back by physical pain, inexperience or anything else. His friends thought him sincere and true.
And he loved, and was loved, a romantic who began dating Noam, the love of his life, from the age of 17
until he left this world. The funniest of many romantic gestures: after a 'discussion' with her, Tal showed up
with his guitar outside the building where Noam lived and serenaded her open window — seven floors up!
He was that kind of guy, a deeply loved son and brother, generous with his love, and especially with his
sister Noy (there was just over a year's age difference between them). They were the joy of their parents'
lives.
And he was a patriot. As an elite athlete, he had the option of serving in the Israel Defense Forces with
other top sportspeople far from danger. Imbued with the values his family and Maccabi Tzair instilled in
him, Tal declined the easy option, and opted for combat training. Enlisted on Nov 21, 2011, his military
service included an especially tough 16-month combat course with the elite 'Egoz' Commando unit of the
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Golani Brigade. His family saw very little of him during this time; he came home maybe once a month, tired
and schlepping a mountain of dirty clothing, socks & underwear to mom (an Israeli ritual), but always
smiling. He suffered a knee injury on one combat mission, took medication and underwent physical
therapy over 4 months, wanting only to rejoin his buddies. He trained, started running again, stopped
swallowing meds, and healed almost completely. He declined the army's offer of reassignment to noncombat service, and returned to those who saw him as a natural, committed, compassionate, but always
modest leader. It was only after Tal's death that his family learned from their son's fellow-soldiers the
things he'd kept from them, or more accurately, spared them the anxiety of knowing: his citation from
Golani for his services in 'Egoz', the multiple high-risk missions in which he participated ... He wanted to
return to his buddies, wanted to fulfill the military responsibilities he undertook, wanted to serve others as
he had in everything else he did during his life.
In May 2014, Egoz was emplaced in Kerem Shalom near the Gaza Strip, where training continued, everyone
aware that war was imminent in the area, a question of 'when' not 'if'. IDF air strikes on Hamas positions
opened Operation 'Tzuk Eitan' on July 8. Nine days later, IDF ground forces, including Egoz, entered the
Strip to destroy underground tunnels Hamas had dug into Israel. Tal called his family on July 20, 2014, a
few minutes before entering the combat zone. He told them everything would be fine; there was nothing
to worry about; it was his duty to defend his Homeland, and he had chosen this responsibility. Soldiers
before action are always strained, and the Egoz fighters knew they were about to enter a lethal field. The
tension was palpable, when Tal started dancing, calling everyone to join him, and they did. It was his way
of leading. He was that kind of guy, a pure soul, happy, a heart full of love, and at peace. Egoz went into
Shuja'iyya, a populous built-up neighborhood of Gaza City – Hamas deliberately built the tunnel entrances
into civilian homes – where the hardest and most intense combat took place. Staff-Sergeant Tal Yifrach
fought alongside his buddy Sergeant Yuval (Yuvi) Dagan; both were killed in action. 14 IDF soldiers,
including the Commanding Officer, were wounded. 10 Hamas terrorists were killed, including a suicide
bomber.
Tal is buried in the Rishon LeTzion Military Cemetery. The tombstone records that he fell in battle on
Tammuz 22, 5772 – July 20, 2014, and that he was just 21 years old. He is survived by his parents, sister,
sister-in-law and two half-brothers, and of course, Noam.
Tal's family requested that this verse be carved into his tombstone:

)פרח כַּשושנה ויַּך שָׁ ָׁרשיו כַּלְ בָׁ נון" (הושע יד פסוק ו
ַּ ִ י,"אֶ היה כַּטַּ ל לישראל
"I will be like dew (Tal) in Israel, the rose will blossom (yifrach) and will deepen its roots like the cedar
of Lebanon" (Hoshea XIV, 6).
Since Tal's passing, Maccabi Tzair Israel honors every year Tal's memory with several activities,
recognizing and praising his Maccabi leadership. Tal's mother, Aviva, and sister, Noy, always join those
events, continuing the messages of love which were so present during Tal's life.
Medinat Israel is the chessboard of our nation: a country built through laborious effort and great suffering;
nearly 24,000 citizen-soldiers died defending our homeland in wars and against hostile terrorists; a State
without natural resources for most of its 7 decades, under constant existential threat from its neighbors,
often shunned and nearly isolated by the international community, and though still a State which excites
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the fiercest passions of love or hate, a country today admired or detested but universally recognized as
one of the world's most advanced. While assessing the sacrifice entailed and the means employed to
ensure its existence, let's celebrate its 72 years of freedom and recognize the historical and divine
redemption its establishment brought to our People, persecuted and decimated so often in our history.
On this 72nd Yom HaAtzma'ut, may we all be blessed in the joy of witnessing the growth and flourishing
of our small but great State, in peace, recognition and acceptance by the Nations of the Earth, of our
dream of a united Jewish People returned to Eretz Tzion ve'Yerushalayim, the Land of Zion and of
Jerusalem, Eternal Capital of our People.
May God bless the State of Israel, which marks the beginning of our national Renaissance, the rebirth of
our pride and our Future as a People.

Chag Ha'Atzma'ut Sameach!
Chazak ve' ematz!
RABBI CARLOS A. TAPIERO
Deputy Director-General & Director of Education
Maccabi World Union
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